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The OMEP website
has had an extreme
makeover! Visitit to
find OMEP events
worldwide. You can
also contact our
webmaster, Gene
Geigt, to give him
your news, thoughts
and ideas, by sending
him a messagefrom
our website. Or
contact him directly

at geist@ohio.edu
Web Address:

WWW.0mep-usnc.org
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Lita Haddal

WI Child Care
Information Center
Send all submissions
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President’'s M essage

Dear OMEP Members;

Thisisavery activeand productivetime of
year for OMEP-USNC. Many members
haveengagedin professionally rewarding
experiences. Five OMEP-USNC members
attended and presented at the World Assem-
bly inHavana, Cuba-Lillian Katz, Leah
Adams, Lenore Wineberg, Gwen Coe, and
Sharon Donovan. Judy Estes report onthe
Birthto Three Servicesand Resourcesinthe
United Stateswas presented to the World
Council of PresdentsinHavana. LillianKatz
gracioudy contributed severd of her articles
to World OMEPfor publication and dissemi-
nation. Dr. Katz'sarticlesweretrand ated
into Spanish and made availableto L atin
American educators.

Many members haveinquired about how
they might become moreengaged in OMEP
activities. Hereareafew suggestions:

1. YoucanfacilitatetheOnlinelnterest
Forum-Children’sGlobal Issuesat the
NAEY Cwebsite. For moreinformation
andtojointhelnterest Forumgoto
naeyc.org and click on Interest Forum.
You must havean NAEY C membership
number tologin.

2. You can submit aproposal for the Poster
Sessionat NAEY C-seerequest for
proposalsinthisnewd etter on pagel2.

»

3. Youcan atendthelnternationa Film

Festival &t NAEYC.

You can attend the Membersmeeting
and International CoffeeHour at
NAEYC.

5. You can attend the OM EPbreakfast at

ACEIl inSanAntonio-April, 2006.

6. You canattendtheWorldAssemblyin

Tromsg, Norway inAugust, 2006.

Continued on page 2

M essage from the Editor

Remember the book Everything | Ever Re-
aly Needed to Know | Learnedin Kinder-
garten, which drew comparisons between
necessary lifelessonsand kindergarten Situ-
ations? Thisissueintroducesanew festure
echoing that philosophy...

Everything | Ever Needed to Know |
Learned From aGlobal Early Childhood
Experience.

Please send inyour storiesso that we may
sharewith each other theinsightswe have
gained through our travel sand experiences
withinternationd early childhood education.

-Lita Haddal, editor
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Visiting OMEP Members

< Ninemembersof theOMEPTurkish Nationd o
- Committeewill betraveling to Washington, o
. DC, fortheNAEY C meetingthisFall. Our .
- OMEP-USNC President, Gwen Coe, has.
. invitedthemto attend d| of our international o
+ activitiesat theconference. Dr. Tulin Guler ¢
- and Dr. Gelengul Haktanir will be presenting
+ onThursday, Dec. 81:30-3:30. Dr. Haktanir
- isthe President of OMEPTurkish National
+ Committee. Pleaseattend and show our sup- «
< port to other OMEP members.

« A description of their sessionfollows:
« “Theaimof thisreport isto giveinformation
: ontheearly childhood educationin Turkey. :
« Andtoreview thehistory of theearly child- «
« hood education, its policiesand practlcesm .
« Turkey. Besides the demographic data of «
+ childrenwho attend theearly childhood edu- «
- cationingtitutions, teachersand teacher train- «
« ing systemsand theories of educational pro- «
- gramswill beexplained. Theactivitiesinthe
+ field of early childhood education being car- «
- ried out by OMEP Turkish National Com-
. mltteewnl be presented. “ .

Presidents M essage
Continued from page 1

| encourageyouto read all of thisissue of the
newd etter, but especially draw your attention
to the excellent article from Joan Waters,
OMEPAustradiaand Vice-Presdent of theAsa
Region detailing the use of the Tsunami Fund
that was create by OM EPto assist in southeast
Asa

Please continue to share the successes of
OMEP-USNC and recruit new members.
We have established severa committeesand
have many waysfor each of youto participate
moreactively intheorganization.

Gwendolyn Coe
coe@uwplatt.edu
OMEP-USNC President

Books to Jamaica

You are not
what you know
but

what you are willing to learn.
-Mary Catherine Bateson.

Our Jamai can colleagueshave sent apleato us
for booksfor teachers. They need booksthat
will helpthem prepare, plan and provide quality
education programs. If you areweeding your
own collection or would liketo purchasean
extracopy of one of your own favoriteresources,
sendthemto:

ClaudiaWilliams
45 Tudor City Place, Apt. 217
NY, NY 10017

Claudiawill arrangefor the shipping to Jamaica
fromNY.



Hurricane News

Many of usare concerned about how young
children and early childhood programs have
faredintheaftermath of HurricanesKatrinaand
Rita. Updateson early childhood inthe Gulf
Region of theU.S. are posted on thewebsite
of theNationa Center for Rura Early Child-
hood L earning Initiativesout of theUniversity
of Missssippi at: hitp://mwww.educ.msstate. edu/
cni/eci/relief

October, 2005, reportsindicate that as many
as 92% of child care slots have disappeared
asaresult of thewesther disaster. “ Theearly
care and education infrastructurein the Gulf
Coast region will need substantial assistance
torebuild,” said Cathy Grace, Ed.D., profes-
sor and director of theM SU Early Childhood
Institute and Rura Early Childhood.

Our own Milly Cowles, OMEP-USNC Sec-
retary, from Fairhope, Mississppi, sendsgreet-
ingsfromthe Gulf Coast and reports, “Weare
inamesson the Gulf Coast...thisisbeyond

any human being’'scontrol... Thank you for
your concern. | lost ahuge 33 1/3 classical
record collection and lotsof signed printscol-
lected over theyears, but | knew thefirst level
could and probably would flood at sometime.
| had two floors of no damage and, of course,
wedidn'tloseany livesso | redlly feel fortu-
nae"

“My villageof Fairhopewas spared thehorror
of theMississippi coastal damage, but they are
gtill cleaning up debristhroughout theareahere.
| canonly imaginewhat New Orleansmust ook
like.."

"Ritakicked thewater ashighasNiagaraFals
just south of me at Gulf Shores, Dauphin Is-
land, and Bayou laBatre, Alabama. Theen-
tireMississippi and Louisianacoastsaredev-
adtated. | have evacuated 5 timesthissummer
and havejust dedicated mysalf to maintaining
my menta health and not worrying that nothing
at al getsdoneontime.”
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educationfor young children.

Visiting Professor

Dr. Tulin Guler from Hacettepe University located inAnkara,
Turkey isseeking avisiting professor position onauniversity
campusinthe United Statesfor Spring, 2006. Her areasof
specidty areearly childhood education, early literacy, and science

If OMEP-USNC membersknow of such an opportunity please
contact Dr. Guler at gulert@uwplatt.edu.

00 0 0000000000000 0000000000000 0,

See the article about Dr. Guler on page 9 of this newsl etter.
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Accolades

Edna Ranck to Report US News and Trends

Child Carelnformation Exchangehas gramIssues, SdenaFox, Internationa News; Julie
revamped ExchangeEveryDay andis Wassom, Marketing; Joel Gordon, Staff Issues.
merging EducatorsOnlineExchangeand

EED. They haveenlistedeight peopleto  Thisisatremendous opportunity for OMEPto use
contribute occasional reportson eight our voiceto reach anationwide network of early
subject areas. Amongthoseselectedis childhood professionals. To reach Ednawith your
OMEPsvery own EdnaRanck toreport  newsandviews, email her at:

onU.S. News/Trends. Alsocontributing  edna.ranck@verizon.net

will be: LaurieMcNelis, Adult Education;  (Put EED_Newsor EED_Trendsin Subject line)
Bill Strader, Staff 1ssues; Allison Lutton, Phone: 202-333-4146 (v-mail)

Adult Education; Kirsten Haugen, Pro-

Gwen Coe Chosen Global Educator of the Year

Dr. Gwen Coe, OMEP-USNC President, has been sel ected asthe recipient of the Global
Educator of the Year Award by the Friends of International Education.

Dr. CoeisProfessor of Early Childhood Education at the Univer-
sty of Wisconsin-Platteville, Platteville, Wisconsin. Gwenhasa
strong commitment and abreadth and depth of experiencesin
Global/Internationa Education. Shethinksof “global education”
intermsof “teaching and learning”, having been both a* teacher
andalearner” at theinternational level inavariety of Stuations.
She hastaught workshops and college coursesin other countries,
tutored children, presented at international conferences, pub-
lished articlesoninternational issues, and advocated for
children’seducationa rightsthrough her participationin OMEP. ' '
AsOMEP-USNC President, she hasworked with UNESCO, Dr. Gwendolyn Coe
UNICEF and other internationa education organizations.

Gwen hasa so been working with family literacy programsinthe United Statesthat have high
populationsof internationa adults/childrenincluding Somdi, Sudanese, Viethamese, Hispanic
and Hmong, which shefedl shasincreased her knowledge of cultural, English Language L earn-
ers(ELL), andimmigrationissues.

Shereceived the honor at theAnnual Global Educators Conferencein Eau Claire, Wisconsin,
on October 15. TheFriendsof International Education isadynamic organi zation dedicated to
strengthening global andinternational education in Wisconsin and beyond. Formed in 2000, the
Friendsof International Education representsan effort to create anetwork of educators,
business people, government officials, and community memberswho are committed to enhanc-
ing global awarenessand competency among Wisconsin citizens. For moreinformation about
theFriendsof International Education, goto: hitp://www.friendsofinternationaled.org




Everythind 1 Ever Needed to Hnow 1 learned From a Global
Early Childhood Experience

LittleEivind and Gudrunwereshiny-facedimps
that lived inthe apartment wherel had my stu-
dent room. Three- and four-years-old, their
gleeful whoopswould float downthehdl tomy
room as they prepared for their day. The
kitchen door would fly open and bang against
the passagewall when they wereontheir way
out to play. The stairway which surrounded
my room echoed their messagesto “mamma’
as they came and went to their “play park”
acrossthestreet.

Tucked behind thegrocery store, the play park
wasarocky knoll crownedwith alittle hut sur-
rounded by playground equipment and chain-
link fencing. Eivindand Gudrunjoined 12 other
totsthere every weekday from 10amto 2 pm
for supervised outdoor play. All dongthefence
hung children’sbackpacks, containing lunches,
thermoses, and extraclothing. Strollersstood
outsdethefenceinwait for thetriphomeagain
when mothers cameto fetch their play-sated

youngsters.

Sometimes, if they played near thefence, the
childrenwouldtalk tomeas| walked past their
play park. | would sometimeswiggleafinger
through thefenceat them and elicit gigglesas
they wouldtry to grab it with mittened fingers.
Trusting facesasked urgent questions, demand-
ing immediate answersfrom whichever adult
was passing on the other side of the barrier.

However much | guessed what they might be
callingto me, | couldn’t answer them in any
language other than eye contact and facial ex-
pressions. You see, | was an exchange stu-
dent. | wasinlanguageinfancy myself, just
learning to pick out recognizable sounds and
sft meaning fromme odiousgibberish.

An experienced babysitter, | readily agreed
to mind Eivind and Gudrun for afew hours
oneevening. They werecuteand exuberant
and| anticipated having funwith thetwotots.
Littledid | realize that my new vocabulary
lacked the right wordsfor gaining control
over their antics. Inlong cotton nightgowns,
they jumped from onebed to the other, stand-
ing on the headboards beforejumping into
their feather duvets. Their sllinessescalated
asthey played “ potty mouth” word games,
tossing out taboo termswith meaningshid-
den from me. Using my own language to
reprimand them served only toincreasethelr
highspiritsasthey collgpsed insquedlsat the
strange sounds| made.

My inadequacy in the situation was a sur-
prisstome. Never had | felt sodisabled. |
couldn’t read them books or recite poems
to sooth and calm them. | couldn’t spina
talethat would captivatetheir imaginations
and distract them from their uncooperative
behaviors. Indesperation, | used what tools
| had. | sang. And asl sang, | acted. | used
my hands, feet, eyes, and voiceto mesmer-
ize them into wanting to please me so the
show would continue. By thetimethelir par-
entsreturned, | was exhausted. However,
everything | needed to know about body-
language and non-verba behavior guidance,
| learned from my international babysitting
experienceswith Gudrun and Eivind!

And everything | need to remember to em-
pathize with new, inexperienced teachers,
caregivers, and parentsisencapsuled in that
memory.

-A memory from Norway by LitaHaddal,
Madison, Wisconsin

A Global Experience
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Firs Grant from OMEP Tsunami Fund:
Rehabilitation of ChildrenintheMataraDistrict, Sri Lanka

By Joan Waters, OMEP Australia and Vice-President of the Asia Region

Rationalefor Project

The tsunami waves that devastated life and
property inthesouthern, western, northernand
eastern coasts of Sri Lankaseverely affected
women and children who areyet to overcome
thetraumaand arestill undernourishedin spite
of ad. Displacedfamiliesaredill livinginmake-
shift dwellings. The OMEP-Sri Lanka (prep)
drategy toraly the cooperation of Community
Based Organisations (CBO), functioning at
grassroot levd, hasproved effective. The CBO
will be ableto continuethe project .with the
guidance of the OMEP National Committee
(prep). Pre-schools damaged by tsunami will
be re-located and reorganized and equipped
with educational materid. Themain objective
istorehabilitate tsunami-hit children through
care& affection, providing nutrition, safety &
psychologica sability, ensuring hedthy menta
and physica growth.

Expected outcomes

1. Inthe Matara district on the southern
coast of Sri Lanka, twenty pre-schoolswill
berelocated and reorganized in available
premises, at least 500m away from the
beach. Pre-schoolswill be equipped with
new furniture and educational equipment
andmaerid including play materid and sa-
tionery.

2. 20 pre-school teachersand 20 care-giv-
erswill havetwo months’ in-servicetrain-
ing, given during weekends.

3. Sixhundred childrenat the pre-school swill
be served with breakfast prepared by vol-
unteers. Dry foodstuffswill besuppliedto
parentsto be used for dinner.

4. Sxmohilehedthdinicswill beconducted
by volunteer doctorsand hedlth recordses-
tablished and maintained.

To begin: 20 September 2005
Tofinish: 20" April 2006

L ocal involvement

Membersof the National OMEP Committee
(PREP), Community-Based Organizationsand
the Ruhunu UNESCO A ssociationwill engage
inal theactivitiesof theproject voluntarily. The
Ruhunu UNESCO Association hasagreed to
providethe services of trainersfor an hono-
rarium. Skilled workmenintheareawill been-
gaged. Volunteer artistsintheareawill involve
thechildreninmusic, danceand drama. Medi-
cd doctors, nursesand dentissswho are OMEP
members have volunteered along with non-
member professionals. Loca donorswill pro-
vide dry foodstuffs to pre-schools, and bed
sheets and mosquito netsto homes. Temple
premiseswill be provided free of rent.

Supervision

A Sub-Committeewill monitor and supervise
theimplementation of the project and will
provideamonthly evaluation report to Ms
Joan Waters, OMEPVice President.

Grant Allocation

At thebeginning of theproject:
768,000.00 LKR, US$ 7680.00
After threemonths:

228,000.00 LKR, US$2280.00
Total amount (US$):

US $9960.00




Report from United Nations

At the Millennium Summit of 2000, Heads of
Statesand Governments convened. Theout-
comewasthe commitment of governmentsto
build*asafer, more prosperousand equitable
worldfor all” by 2015.

The Eight Millennium Goalsinclude:
1. Eradicateextremepoverty and hunger
2. Ensurethat al boysand girlscomplete
primary school
3. Promotegender equaity and empower
women
4. Reduceby twothirdsthemortdity rate
among childrenunder five
5. Reduceby three quarterstheratio of
womendyinginchildbirth
6. Halt and begin to reversethe spread
of HIV/AIDSandincidenceof mdaria
and other major diseases
Ensureenvironmenta sustainability
8. Develop aglobal partnership for de-
velopment

~

One particular initiative underway isVoices
Against Poverty. Whitewrist bandsarebeing
distributed for awearer to signify commitment
to the eradication of extreme poverty. Infor-
meation about the program can befound by vis-
iting

http://www.millenniumcampaign.org/youth

For OMEP-USNC membersworkinginhigh
schoolsand higher education settings, the Mil-
lennium Campaign can beagreat way to help
students|earn about theissues, engage with
other youth world wide and learn about what
every oneof uscandotoachieveal theMDGs
over the next decade. 2015 will be here be-
foreweknow it.

Carol Darcy - United Nations/UNI CEF
Representative

508/ 759-1799 Home

crdarcy@tiac.net

Sudent Chapters

TheWhittier College Chapter of OMEPisoff
to agang-buster start thisyear. We are mak-
ing our annual re-applying for recognition as
anofficid campusorganization, eecting offic-
ers, and charting the year’ s projectsand pro-
grams. Hereareour goas* for theyear sofar:

* | ncrease active membership by

a) devel oping acalendar of meaningful
programsand events

b) joining forceswith other student organi
zationswithsmilar or related interests,
such asPsiChi, Psychology Club, Social
Work Club, and DeltaPhi Upsilon, the
honor society in childhood education.

*Provide leadership for a hurricane relief
project involving the students (preschool
through 6th grade) at The Broadoaks
Children’s School on campus. Sofar weare
considering three approaches:

a) amoney-raising campaign to contribute
to the Red Cross

b) adopting adisplaced family from New
Orleansnow livingin Vancouver,
Washington; and/or

¢) adopting aschool in Eunice, Louisana,
working with afaculty member at
LouisanaState Universty.

*Develop aChildren’sDay 2006 proposal for
OMEP-USNC to consider at its December
meeting. We arereviewing the Convention
ontheRightsof the Childitem by item, look-
ingfor meaningful connectionswiththetheme
of Children’sDay 2006.

* Support students/faculty in other ingtitutions
who contact usfor information about Starting
acollegiate chapter.

Thisyeer OMEPmember Kathleen Pompey joins
measadvisor to the student OM EPchapter.

Judith Wagner - Sudent Chapters
Liaison

(562) 907-4973 Office
Jwagner@whittier.edu

OMEP-USNC Board Reports
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Regional News- Region |

ThisisthenewsfromRegionl. Itincludesvari-
ouswaysmembershave participated inimpor-
tant careand education programsfor children
and how they have shared their international
experiencesand programswith other educa-
tors, pre-serviceteachers, and students. All
Region | members are encouraged to update
their phone numbers, addresses, and email
contact information.

Kate Kolchin, Carol Darcy, Anne O’ Neill,
BlytheHinitz represented OMEP-USNC at
the United Nations 58" Annual DPI-NGO
Conferencein New York City September 7-
9. Thetitleof the conferencewas* Our Chal-
lenges: Voicefor Peace, Partnership and Re-
newal.” Carol Brown who also attended the
DPI-UN Conference hasrecently moved from
New York Stateto Florida

As OMEP representatives of the Working
Group on Education (WGE) at UNICEF, Kate
Kolchin, Carol Darcy, andAnne O’ Neill are
participating inthereorgani zation of the WGE
with theintention for continuing and creating
new initiativesin early educationthat dignwith
UNICEF s Med-Term Strategic Plan and a
focuson Integrated Early Childhood Develop-
ment. OM EP representativesto theworking
group have done some outreach effortsin Ja
maica, WI, participating in assisting rurd pre-
schoolswith expertiseand materias. They plan
to continue thiswork and expand it with the
help of UNICEF. Additiona activitiesof the

WGE include such groupsformed to address
such termsas. continuing thework begunina
previousforumonimprovingthequdity of early
teacher education: consideration of proposals
for aworkshop on Play: and theinvestigation
of possible programsin Parent Education and
Caregiver Linkages.

Carol Darcy isassisting with theannual elec-
tion preparations and activitiesfor the Film
Festival at the Washington Conferencein De-
cember.

Thelast newdetter carried information about
ZannaMcKay’srecent teaching experiences
duringtwoyearsinMadli, West Africa. Zanna,
now an Assistant Professor of Education and
Reading at SUNY College at Oneonta
(SUCO), isworkingwith oneof her pre-ser-
vice education students at the College of
Oneontato organize some of thematerial she
had collected from interactions between her
sudentsinMali and Dogon children. Thecliff-
dwelling Dogon areoneof thelast of theindig-
enous peopleswho have not been converted,
but have maintained their worldview for hun-
dreds of years. Thusthisimportant work of
children sharing their valueswith other children
acrossculturesinapositive setting can bemade
availabletothe broader community.

AliciaPagnano - Region 1 Representative
607/ 369-9050
apagano29@yahoo.com




Turkish Visiting Professor
Sudying Early Childhood L iteracy
at University of Wisconsin-
Platteville

Professor Tulin Guler, agraduate of the
University of Hacettepein Ankara, Turkey,
will be spending the Fall 2005 semester at the
Univergty of Wisconsn-Platteville. Shewill
beworking with UWP education professor
Gwen Coe, teaching, conducting research
and preparing for the publication of their
findings. Aspart of her postdoctoral require-
ments, Guler must spend four monthsina
foreign country improving her own second
language skills. “1t' svery important in Turkey
to know other languages, and we aretaught
English at an early age. We haveto passan
exam in other languagesand, as part of our
continuing training after earningaPh.D., we
must work and usethelanguage every day.
Thiswill bean excellent experiencefor me,”
shesaid.

I ntroducingWisconsin'snew stateliaison,
Dr. Sharon Burow! Shewill beworking
to build connections between OMEP
membersinWisconsin. Email her at:
sharon_burow@wisc.edu

Whilevisiting UWR, Guler will beresearching
theearly literacy environment of day carecen-
ters, observing, gathering and interpreting deta,
whichwill later be submitted for peer review
publication. “We hopeto be ableto improve
language devel opment strategiesfor family
members, teachers and other adultswho im-
pact young children,” shesaid.

Coeand Guler met asfellow membersof the
World Organizationfor Early Childhood Edu-
cation (OMEP) inKusadas, Turkey. Astheir
professional relationship developed and Coe
learned of Guler’sneed to visit and work in
another country, she asked the School of Edu-
cationtoinvite Dr. Guler tovisit UWPfor a
semester. Coesaid sheisparticularly excited
to have Guler’ sexpertisein teaching about sec-
ondlanguageacquistion.

According to School of Education director
Alison Bunte, Guler’svisitisagood way for
UWNPfaculty and staff to broaden international
contactsand learn about other education tools
and gtrategies. “Wearefortunateto have Tulin
with usthissemester. Our studentsareaways
enriched by learning about other countriesand
cultures. | believethat shewill beagreat asset
to the School of Education,” said Bunte.

Guler, whoarrivedinAugust, said shehasen-
joyed her stay in Plattevillesofar. “Itiscalm
and beautiful herein Platteville Ankaraisavery
largecity, so| appreciatethe peacefulness, and
everyone has been so kind. We learn a lot
about American culture through cable news,
reading, movies, butitisstill alearning experi-
encebecause | am actualy herenow. | will get
good experience here, and | look forward to
sharingitwith my sudentsand colleagueswhen
| return,” shesaid.

(Reprinted from the University of Wisconsin-Platteville
website. September, 2005)

LitaHaddal -Region 2 Representative
608/ 224-5388
lita.hadddl @dpi.state.wi.us

GREAT
LAKES

Indiana
[llinois
Michigan
Ohio
Wisconsin
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Celebrate!!

OMEP-USNC

CHILDREN'S DAY

IV 'Yye
November 20t

A day to honor all children
and to promote a better understanding of
their needs and rights as human beings

Children’s Day Activity Packet at www.omep-usnc.org

OMEP, The World Organization for Early
Childhood Education, is the only interna-
tional organization working for the educa-
tion and welfare of all young children lo-
cally as well as internationally. Organized
in 1948 in Prague, Czechoslovakia, OMEP
is an international non-governmental
(NGO) organization having consultative sta-
tus with UNESCO, UNICEF, the UN Commis-
sion for Economic and Social Change, and
the Council of Europe.

*November 20t, 1989, the United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child was signed.




Celebrate International Education Week November 14-18, 2005
L otsof ideas, resources, proclamations, curriculum, exchanges! If you' re planning an event, add it tothe
global calendar at http://exchanges.state.gov/iew/

International Children’s Day of Broadcasting (ICDB)

December 11, 2005

|CDB, celebrated on the second Sunday of every December, isaday when broadcasters around theworld
“TuneintoKids’. They air quality programming for and about children. But most of al, they alow children
to be part of the programming process, to talk about their hopesand dreams and shareinformation with their
peers. TheDay isajoint initiative of UNICEF and the International Academy of TelevisonArts& Sciences.
Every year, thousands of broadcastersin morethan ahundred countriestake part inthe day, celebratingitin
waysthat are asunique and specia aschildren themselves. Check out thewebsite: _http://www.unicef.org/
videoaudio/video_icdb.html

www,kimand jason.com. Copyright Jason W. K otecki

Our most memorable days are marked by an absence of control.
-Patricia Smith.
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Call for Proposals
OMEP Poster Session 2005

DEADLINE EXTENDED!

Theme: The Young Years: Zero to Three,
Preschool and Primary Care and Education

OMEP Poster Session
OMEP International Social
Conversation Hour
NAEYC 2005 Annual Conference
Washington, DC
December 9, 2005

This poster session is designed to address the goals
listed below. Posters should present information that
focuses on these goals. All proposals undergo a blind
review process. Proposals will be evaluated on overall
quality as well as the degree to which they support the
goals of the OMEP poster session.

Goals of the Poster Session:
It is intended that this event will provide opportunities
for OMEP members to:

1. Access a wider forum of professionals for
sharing and discussing research, curricu-
lum ideas, and teaching practices related to
Early Childhood Education.

2. Become more aware of current state,
national and international policy issues and
how they affect children, families, and
communities.

3. Examine replicable strategies for working on
issues involving the global welfare of chil-
dren.

4. Inspire others to make a relevant difference
in the lives of Early Childhood educators and

the children they serve.

Session Format:

Poster sessions may present research, curriculum
highlights, teaching strategies, policy issues, com-
parative studies, etc. Special attention will be given
to presentations focusing on the theme and repli-
cable initiatives.

Posters should be displayed on 2’ x 3’ poster board
with a support brace attached to the back to hold it in
an upright position on one half of a display table. A
bifold poster display board may also be used. Space

12

in front of the poster may be used for handouts or
further display. These are general guidelines; varia-
tions may be negotiated.

Authors’ Table—If you have published a book within
the last two years and would like to have it displayed
at the conference, please send a complete citation of
the book so that it can be listed in the program.
Authors are expected to provide copies of books for
display and sale.

Submission Guidelines:
Please submit in electronic format via e-mail or
FAX:
1. Cover page including:
A. Title
B. Author(s) contact information (names,
addresses, phone numbers and email
addresses). Authors will be contacted
via email.
C. Please indicate if authors are mem-
bers of OMEP.

2. Proposal Description (1 page maximum)
including:
A. Title
B. Goals of the conference to be ad-
dressed in this proposed session
C. Abstract

Submission Deadline:

Proposals must be RECEIVED BY
November 25, 2005.

Send Proposals to:

Email: morrisonj@missouri.edu
Fax: 573-884-5550

The OMEP Poster Session and International Conver-
sation Hour will be held on Friday, December 9, 2005,
Washington, D.C. Time and location will be an-
nounced at a later date. Please refer to the fall issue
of the OMEP-USNC Newsletter or the OMEP-USNC
website for updated information.

On behalf of OMEP-USNC,
Johnetta Wade Morrison
Lita Haddal



The OMEP-USNC Election Committee is pleased to present the Election 2005 slate for president,

vice-president and representatives in two regions:

Region IlI—Great Lakes (IL, IN, OH, MI, WI)

Region IV—Southeast (AL, FL, GA, MS, NC, SC)

Each Regional Representative will serve a three-year term, beginning January 1, 2006. The
candidate elected as President, becomes President-Elect for one year prior to assuming office as
President for three years, followed by two years as Past President. The Vice-Presidency is a
three-year term. Officers assume their official duties at the Fall Membership Meeting.

Ballots are cast by returning the stamped and pre-addressed postcard included with the election
and membership renewal information packet mailed to all members. All ballots must be mailed
by Tuesday, November 15, 2005. Election results will be announced during the OMEP-USNC
Membership Meeting held during the NAEYC Annual Conference in Washington, DC, Thursday,

December 8, 2005.

Election Committee :
Lita Haddal, Susan Miller,, Johnetta Morrison

Candidate for President

Dr. Edna Ranck

Biography

Edna Ranck is the current Region Ill represen-
tative for OMEP-USNC and has been a
member since 1992. Edna is currently Senior
Research Associate in Early Childhood for
Westover Consultants, Inc. Silver Spring,
Maryland, a woman-owned small business,
where she has worked on child care contracts
with the US Air Force and currently works
with headquarters staff with the US Army and
the US Marine Corps. Previously, she was
director of public policy for NACCRRA, the
National Association for Child Care Resource
and Referral Agencies. For 12 years, she

worked in the Commissioner’s office of the with Martin Fleischer, her husband. m

New Jersey Department of Human
Services, and has directed a local
resource

and referral agency with a family child
care network, and a preschool child
development center.

Edna lived in Israel for six months and
has traveled and presented papers in
over 20 countries, including Australia,
New Zealand, Singapore, Greece, and
Czech Republic when it was still
Czechoslovakia, the Netherlands,
Norway, Luxemburg, Switzerland,
Japan, Canada, and throughout the
United States. She has also visited
Belgium, Fiji, England, Scotland,
Ireland and France. Her research areas
are in public policy regulations and
legislation, women'’s roles in the early
childhood education field, and advocacy
for children and families. She has
published book chapters and journal
articles and wrote a monthly column for
an online newsletter for 18 months.

Edna has a doctor of education degree
in curriculum and teaching/early
childhood education and a master of
education in administration from
Teachers College, Columbia University;
a master of divinity from Drew Univer-
sity; and a bachelor of arts degree in
political science from Florida State
University. She graduated Phi Beta
Kappa and is listed in Who's Who in
America. She lives in Washington, DC,

OM EP-USNC Election 2005
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She has three sons, two step-daughters, and
seven grandchildren living in California, Florida,
New York State, and Massachusetts. Hobbies
include visiting and photographing Frank Lloyd
Wright buildings, collecting art, and traveling.

Vision

“Each president builds on the legacy of prior
office-holders and in the 21st century, the
awareness of the need to reach out to early
childhood teachers and parents in other
countries and cultures must be a primary
focus. We must also work together as an
organization at the national level to find the
best ways to contribute to a changing

world: these activities must include learning
about life in other places, extending services
to help colleagues around the world, and
ensuring the necessary resources to support
one another’s efforts."

"The global nature of our world is a dominating
force for every country and culture. Itis not
always easy for women in the early childhood
field to achieve visibility and success within
the larger political and cultural arena. Whether
OMEP members are from large, wealthy
nations or from those countries with limited
resources, all must find ways to help each
other take the necessary steps toward making
the world a better place for children. OMEP-
USNC members in particular must study the
efforts of others to know about how we all can
make these improvements. Reading about
and discussing world ECE issues with others,
using old and new technologies to reach out
and to share, and sharing resources of all
kinds must shape the agenda for OMEP-
USNC in the coming years."

"OMEP-USNC has taken many steps forward
over the past 50 years. But, it is not the same
world as that of the mid-20th century. Our
foray into the 21st century has just begun and
our future is before us, as it has always been.
As Edna Mode, the designer character in “The
Incredibles,” states “Life favors the prepared!”
We have an opportunity to take brave new
steps into the unknown. We also have the
vehicle to carry us there.

Like our ancestors, we can do no less. We,
too, must prepare ourselves for the very
important tasks of strengthening membership,
creating concrete activities, and making a
difference in our own lives and in the lives of
others.”

Candidate for Vice-President,

2nd term

®

Dr. Carol Darcy

Biography

Carol Darcy began her career as a
Kindergarten teacher in Quincy, MA. After
completing Masters studies at Wheelock
College, she worked as research assistant for
the Tucson Early Education Model (TEEM)
Follow Through Project and then joined the
Bank Street College of Education Follow
Through Project as a field advisor and, later,
coordinator of training. Doctoral studies were
completed at Boston University. She was a
Fulbright scholar in Argentina from 1978-1981.
Currently, Carol holds an adjunct faculty
position with the National Teaching Initiative at
Lesley University. Previously she has taught
at Wheelock College, Framingham State
College and Quinsigamond Community
College.

Vision

"An OMEP-USNC member for more than a
decade, | have served the organization in
several different capacities, Regional
Representative, Membership Chair, Elections
Committee Chair, and, recently, as a facilitator
at the OMEP Film Festival. Currently, | am
Vice President and one of four OMEP-USNC
members sitting on the UNICEF NGO Working
Group on Education Committee. Pastand
present responsibilities have deepened my

m belief that OMEP provides early childhood



educators with a vast global network of
colleagues who share a common vision and
commitment, to advocacy that contributes to
the well being of children and families
throughout the world."

"l am seeking re-election as Vice President for
several reasons. First, | want to continue to
support initiatives that will contribute to
increased USNC membership. We are a
small professional organization with a huge
mission. “Many hands make light the work”
seems apropos. Second, | want to continue
to “spread the word” about OMEP’s mission to
a broader audience of early childhood
educators—classroom teachers and school
administrators, students preparing for a career
in education and more higher education
professors and instructors. Third, | want to
continue to educate USNC members and
wider audiences about the Convention on the
Rights of the Child (CRC) and the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) UN Member
States have pledged to address by 2015. No.2
—"Achieve universal primary education” is
especially relevant to OMEP."

"At a time when conflicts are creating unrest
and severe hardships for many children and
families globally, OMEP has an opportunity,
indeed an obligation, speak out on behalf of all
children and families. As a VP candidate three
years ago, | expressed an desire to utilize the
talents and capabilities of every member. |
remain steadfast that the collective wisdom
and effort of every member can make a
difference. Along with the continuing
involvement of members in local, national and
international initiatives, it is even more
important to forge strong partnerships with
other professional organizations. Collaborative
ventures serve to strengthen understanding
among people and contribute to the peaceful
resolve of conflict and improved conditions for
children and their families, communities and
societies. Since OMEP was founded, there

has never been a time than now..."

Candidate for Vice-President

Dr. James Hoot

Biography

James Hoot graduated from St. Francis
College (1972), received his M.Ed. from
Virginia State College (1975) and Ph.D. in
Early Childhood Education from the University
of lllinois (1978). Jim has extensive teaching
experience through his work with the Virginia
Teacher Corps and teaching in public and
private elementary schools and universities.

Over the past 3 decades he has made over
400 presentations to professional organiza-
tions in Belgium, Canada, China, Common-
wealth of the Bahamas, Costa Rica, Ethiopia,
Finland, Hungary, Israel, the former Soviet
Union, Switzerland, and the U.S.A. He has
contributed over 120 articles in the field of
early childhood education. He is author of
Computers in Early Childhood Education:
Issues and Practices (PrenticeHall, 1986), Co-
Author (with Steve Silvern) of Writing with
Computers in the Early Grades (Teachers
College Press, 1988) and senior author (with
Leah Adams, Pat Kostell, and Judit Tamas)
From the Minds of the World’s Children,
Association for Childhood Education Interna-
tional, 2004). He has also been Guest Editor
of 14 annual theme volumes of Childhood
Education, Journal of Early Childhood Teacher
Education, and Early Education and Develop-
ment. In addition, he serves on the Editorial
Boards of numerous professional education
journals.

OM EP-USNC Election 2005
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He is a Past-President of the Association for
Childhood Education International and was
recently honored as the 2004 recipient of the
Patty Smith Hill Lifetime Achievement Award—
the highest honor awarded to members of that
organization. Over the past 4 years Jim has
been principal investigator of a US Agency for
International Development project in Ethiopia
designed to explore the potential of technology
to improve primary education in that nation.
His recent research has focused upon educa-
tional needs of child prostitutes in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia, and how teachers can be
more responsive to the needs of refugee
children in American schools. At the State
University of New York at Buffalo Dr. Hoot
directs the Early Childhood Research Center
and coordinates the graduate program in Early
Childhood Education.

Vision

“Throughout the past 30 years of my career in
the field of Early Education, my primary area
of interest and concern has been international
education. As president of our sister organiza-
tion, ACEI, for example, | strongly promoted
expanding the “I” (International) in that profes-
sional group. One way of doing this, | pro-
posed, was building stronger coalitions with
other organizations. For example, | worked
with ACEI to promote a joint volume with
OMEP (From the Minds of the World’s Chil-
dren, 2000, with Leah Adams and Pat Kostell).
In addition, ACEI worked with OMEP to
establish minimum world standards for child
care. Just as the struggling airline industry
collaborates with many airlines to survive (e.g.
STAR Alliance), we, as an organization must
struggle to build stronger coalitions with other
like-minded organizations to assist us in
promoting our OMEP global mission.”

Candidate for Regional
Representative for Region Il

Dr. Lynn Staley

Biography

Lynn Staley is Associate Professor of Early
Childhood Education at Ball State University,
Muncie, IN. With consultative status with the
United Nations and UNICEF, Lynn is currently
the chair of the Working Group on Education,
sponsored by the NGO (Non-Governmental
Organization) Committee. She also repre-
sents OMEP at the Consultative Group on
Early Childhood Care and Development, which
is an international consortium of early child-
hood scholars. To further her international
interests, | am a Fulbright Senior Specialist.

Lynn feels honored to be a candidate for the
Region 2 Representative to the OMEP-USNC
Board. Having lived in Indiana all of her life, it
seems natural to her to be connected with the
Great Lakes Region (IL, IN, MI, OH, and WI).

Vision

“To my knowledge, OMEP is the only profes-
sional organization for teachers with a truly
international perspective of early childhood
education. Our own by-laws, in support of the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child (UINCRC) and the UN Millennium
Development Goals (MDGSs), call us to use
“every possible means to promote for each
child the optimum conditions for his well-being,

development, and happiness in his family,
“HEMH. institution, and society.” Therefore, we are



compelled to be the voice of the world’s chil-
dren who suffer daily from poverty, abuse,
neglect, and exploitation. In the developing
world alone,
- 1 in 3 children lacks shelter & sanita-
tion facilities;
- 1in 3 children does not complete
primary education;
- 1in 5 children lacks safe drinking
water;
- 1in 6 children, under age 5, is severely
malnourished,;
- 1in 6 children (least developed
nations) dies before age 5; &
- 1 out 7 children lacks essential health
services (UNICEF, 2005)."

"l believe the United States, as a nation of
leadership (G-8 Summit 2005), has a moral and
ethical responsibility to look beyond our own
borders to the global issues that affect young
children around the world. As | envision the
work of OMEP-USNC, specifically Region 2, |
see two things: education and advocacy. First,
we must educate ourselves and others about
the global perils children face. Secondly, we
must advocate for Rights Based programming
as outlined in the UNCRC and the MDGs. We
are called to speak up on behalf of those who
have no voice."

"To accomplish these goals, | would suggest
stronger linkages with our international OMEP
members to promote their work with the young
children of developing nations. To support the
above, a website, to be co-sponsored by
OMEP and ACEl, is currently being designed to
connect teachers around the world by providing
international resources to promote advocacy. It
is our hope that early childhood educators,
particularly those in the US, will initiate new
international partnerships in support of young
children."

"If elected as the Region 2 Representative, |
would look forward to new Midwestern friend-
ships dedicated to promoting quality early

years for all children.”

Candidate for Regional
Representative for Region IV

Dr. MaryAnn Manning

Biography

MaryAnn Manning is a Professor of Educa-
tion in the Department of Curriculum & Instruc-
tion at the University of Alabama at Birming-
ham. She received a B. F. A. from The
University of South Dakota, M. Ed. from
Wayne State College - Nebraska, and an Ed.D
from The University of Nebraska.

Dr. Manning has been teaching at UAB for over
29 years. Her primary professional interests
include reading and writing instruction and
integrated curriculum. She has authored or
co-authored over ten books, over 100 articles,

and many book chapters.
Vision

"There is no time in history as important as
today in working for the rights of children. As
Region IV Representative | would work hard to
support OMEP-USNC's vision for the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child. | really
want to active if I'm elected. Thank you to all
who work hard to make the organization work."

OM EP-USNC Election 2005
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TheConsultative Group on Early Childhood Care
and Development (CGECCD) Annual Consulta-
tion washosted in Parisby UNESCO from Sep-
tember 14-17, 2005.

| attended asyour OMEP representative. The
CGECCD isaninternational consortium dedicated to
improving the condition of young children worldwide.
Approximately 52 scholarsand other advocateswerein
attendancefrom nearly every region of theworld.

Ann TheresaNdong Jatta, Director of Basic Education
Division, UNESCO, greeted usand encouraged usto
build both an “ awarenessand appreciation” for early
childhood devel opment (ECD) worldwide. Later, we
focused on thethemefor thisyear’ smeeting: Cost and
Financingfor ECD. OMEPisnow represented onthe
Cost and Finance Task Force.

Onthe second and third days, we discussed issues
related to country profiles, developmental readiness, and
globd indicators. JeanneMontieand Zong Ping Xiang
also shared therecent findings of the High Scope
Foundation'sIEA Preprimary Project
(www.highscope.org/research/ieahtm).

The Globa Monitoring Report team (GMR) for Educa
tionfor All (EFA) invited the CGEECD to comment on
the upcoming 2007 GMR: Early Childhood Develop-
ment. (The GMR isamgjor international document
distributedto dl Ministersof Education.)

NOTE: The Global Guidelinesfor Early Childhood
Education and Care in the 21st Century and the
accompanying Self Assessment Tool, published by
OMEPand theAssociation for Childhood Education
International (ACEI) weresharedin severd discussions
asaresearch and programming tool for promoting
quality environmentsfor young children.

It wastruly an honor to represent OM EP among such a

distinguished assembly of internationa scholarsand
advocates. Thank you.

Lynn Staley - Candidate Region 2 Representative

TheOM EP Executive Committee
met in Santiago, Chilein April, hosted
by theWorld President Selma
Simonstein.

Inaddition to the Executive Committee
meetings, al members served as speakersat
aspecia conferenceon The Preparation of
Those Who Carefor and Educate Small
Childreninthe21st Century.

President SelmaSimonstein reported that
sheisvery pleased with the hard work that
the Cuban OMEP Committeeisputting forth
for the 2005 World Assembly July 11-15in
Havana. Sheexpectsthe conferenceto be
quite successful and suggested that interms
of going to Cuba, we must not look at what
istheredlity of lifeunder Castro, but the
instead |ook at thereality of progressfor
early childhood education. Thedeadlinefor
poster and session proposalsisMay 31.

Threepotential adliancesfor OMEPwere
discussed and will be put beforetheWorld
Assembly in Cubain July: TheCentreof
Excellencefor Early Childhood Devel op-
ment (CEECD) based at the University
Montreal that isprepared to communicatein
thethree OMEPlanguages,

the L atin American research organi zation
called CINDE that issupported by/aigned
with UNESCO and UNICEF ; and the
Global Alliance sponsored by NAEY C.

Thegenerosity of the USNC and Canada
OMEP contributionsto the OMEP Tsunami
Apped wasnoted. The Executive Commit-
tee cannot determinethe specific project
that will beidentified for the OMEPTsunami
Appea fundsuntil theWorld OMEP Trea-
surer hasreceived dl of the pledged money.
Thefundswill beusedfor aprojectin
Continued on page 21
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Qhoto by Gwen Coe

Children from thechild carecenter in LaHabana Province, Cuba, performed rhythmic
movements and songsfor confereeswho attended the L atin American Preschool Conference
held in Havana, Cubasummer 2005. Thetwo-story building inthebackgroundisthechild
care center. Sue Harper, AustraliaOMEP President and Gwen Coe, OMEP-USNC Presi-
dent spent onefull day visiting child care and community centerslearning about education,
socia servicesand health carein therural communitiesof Cuba.

2N

TheWorld Assembly of theWorld
Organizationfor Early Childhood Education
(OMEP) wasin Havana, Cuba, thissummer.
President Gwen Coereportsthat the United
States major roleinthisyear’sconference
wasto provideinformation about resources
regarding early childhood brain devel opment.

“Because of theresearchthe U.S. hasdone,
other countries have asked usto put together
listsof websitesand other materialswhich
they can accessand sharewith their
governments. That’sanimportant function of
OMEP- sharing information, research and

Another priority at thisyear’smeeting wasto
assist inthe education needsof survivorsof
theAsantsunami, asmany teacherswere
killedinthedisaster. Fundsraised by OMEP
will beused to train master teacherswho will
thentravel totheaffected regionstotrain
additiond teachers.

The conferencea so focused attention on
early childhood conditionsin Cuba. The
group visited daycare centersand was briefed
on health conditions by local nursesgroups.
Cubahasavery highliteracy rateand
comprehensive maternal and early childhood

Reports From OM EP Meetings Abroad @
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Dear Members of OMEP-USNC,

Thereisanold sayingthat “timeflies’. It
seemsimpossiblethat my six yearsasOMEP
VicePresident for North Americaand the
Caribbeanwill conclude on December 31,
2005. Althoughthat isstill severa months
away, it doesmean that thisisthelast column
| will bewriting | will bewriting for the
OMEP-USNC Newsdletter, asthe next issue
will comeout in Winter 2006.

Shakespearewrotein King Richard 11 “O, cdll
back yesterday, bidtimereturn”. 1t never does.
It till goesforward. World OMEP continues
to step forward as shown at the World As-
sembly in Havana, Cubain July. Therewere
some new faces at the meetings, withanum-
ber of nations sending anew representativeto
contribute fresh ideas and perspectivesto the
World Assembly. That isprecisely theway it
should be.

The chalenges ahead for both new and famil-
iar facesin World OMEPremain large. Al-
thoughitistheelectronic age, communication
with many of themember nationsremainsin-
frequent and anumber of economically chal-
lenged countries cannot afford to pay the an-
nual dues.

Thepositivesideof our international organiza-
tionisshown through the OM EP annual report
that summarizes the many activities of the
OMEP National Committees and the new,
more professiona website (http://Amww.omep-

ong.net/).

TheWorld OMEPTsunami Apped verified the
generosity of worldwide OM EP membership.
It wasimpossibletofinalizeplansfor theuseof
the OMEP Tsunami funds during the World
Assembly in Havana, Cubain July. Wewant

to make certain that thefundswill go directly
to the selected project and that recognition will

be given to World OMEP. Joan Waters of

Austrdiaischair of thecommitteethat will de-
termineand overseethedistribution of thefunds.

Joan has announced the acceptance of apro-
posal from Sri Lanka. A second proposal is
being solicited from another affected nation.

We areindebted to Kate Kol chin, who repre-
sentsussowell at the UN in New York, and
Joan Waters, OMEP Vice President of Asia
and the Pacific, for theextensivetime and ef-
fort they have put into working onthe OMEP
Tsunami Apped.

Thepoet Emily Dickinson said“Toliveisso
gartlingitleaveslittletimefor anything else.”
Insomewaysthat ishow it ssemswhenoneis
on the World OM EP Executive Committee.
Thereisso muchto do, it seldom leavestime
for smplereflection.

L ooking back now, the past Sx yearsbeen very
full and eventful for both the OM EP Executive
Committeeand for theworldwidefield of Early
Childhood Education. Many changes have
taken placein our places of work, in our na-
tions, andintheworld. Theworld seemsless
sureof itself and morefearful and tormented.

However, worldwide, there have been some
sepsforwardfor childrenand families, includ-
ingincreased recognition about theimportance
of theearly yearsand increased effortstoward
equality in servicesfor children. All of usfed
that in both the professional and the political
worldsitissometimestwo stepsforward, fol-
lowed by at least one step backward. For
example, the UNESCO goal to have all the
world'schildren enrolledin primary education
by 2015is positive objective and onethat ex-

m citesusall.



We know that not al iswell with reaching to-
ward that god and somenationsarefdlingfur-
ther behind. At the current rates of progress
100 million of theworld' schildrenwill till not
be enrolled in primary school in 2015.
(www.unesco.org). Whileweregjoiceinthe
stepsforward each of usmust continueto ad-
vocate, on behalf of theworld'schildren, for
theaccessto quality educationfor al.

Philip Dormer Stanhope, 4th Earl of Chester-
field, wroteto hisson “1 recommend you to
take care of the minutes, for hourswill take
careof themsdves’. Oneof themarvelousmin-
utes at the World Assembly in Cubain July
waswhen Dr. MaddeineBaillargeon of OMEP
Canadawaséd ected astheincoming Vice Presi-
dent for North Americaand the Caribbean. |
know that she will represent our region ex-
tremely well when shetakesover on January
1, 2006.

She spesksFrench and Englishfluently and has
some knowledge of Spanish. She has been
activein OMEP Canada, servingin many roles
over theyears, including President, writer of
position papers, and currently as Newsl etter
Editor. Shehasattended anumber of OMEP
World Assemblies. It isalso noteworthy that
Madeleine, aresearcher, hasagreed to become
the Executive Committeelink withthe OMEP
Research Forum.

| can't think of anyonethat | would rather have
succeed meinthosetworoles. I'’msureyou
joinmein putting full support behind her asshe
facesthetasksahead. Shewill put in many
hourson behalf of OMEP and the organization
will benefit from her expertise and her good
sense. | hopethat shefinds many minutes of
satisfaction asher reward.

To all of you in OMEP-USNC,

may both your minutes and your hoursdur-
ing this school year fulfill your hopes and
fill you with renewed energy for working on
behalf of children.

Best wishes to you and to the children and
families with whom you work,

Leah Adams

OMEP Executive Committee
Continued from page 18

conjunctionwith UNICEF and will be onefor
whichitisclearly identified that it wasfunded
by OMEP. Meanwhile, Joan Waters, Regional
VicePresident for Asaand the Pecific, is
working with UNICEF personnel and with our
UNICEF representativein New York, Kate
Kolchin, onthe OMEP-UNICEF project for
training of personnd for preschool programs.
UNICEF will fund that project.

In our own region Ginette Beausgjour, presi-
dent of OMEP Canada, reportsthat they have
anumber of projectsunderway. They have
received excellent mediacoveragefor their
Alphabet Primer for Peace (in French) anditis
beingwiddy distributed, primarily in Quebec.
OMEP Haiti memberscontinueto work hard
under theredlity of thesituationinther country.

Future plansfor World OM EPinclude meeting
inTromsg, Norway August 6- 11, 2006 and in
Mexico City in July 2007.

Leah Adams
OMEPVicePresident for North
Americaand theCaribbean

Fall 2005
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ﬂe following article by Lenore Wineberg is the result of a presentation at the OMEP Symposium m
Melbourne, Australia, July 23, 2004, by Lenore Wineberg, Ed.D.; Blythe Hinitz, Ed.D.; Anne O’ Nelll,
Ed.D.; & EdnaRanck, Ed.D.

In the United Sates, leadersin thefield of international early care and education have included

an exceptional group of educator swho have served as president of the U.S. National Committee

of OMEP. Thisarticle highlightsthe administrations of past presidents and reveals what influ-

enced them to join and become activein OMEP-USNC and their key contributions madeto the

national and international OM EP communities. Past presidentswho are deceased arereported

on by colleagues who studied or worked with them. Living past presidents have been inter-
iewed and their responsesrecor ded and analyzed.

Early Childhood from the Top:
OMEP Leadership in the United Sates

Spanishtitle: Los Principalesen cuanto alaNifiez: El Liderato delaOMEP en |os Estados Unidos
Frenchtitle: LesGensd importance dans|aPremiére Jeunesse: LaConduite de |’ OMEP dansles Etats-Unis

Lenore Wineberg, Ed.D.
800 AlgomaBoulevard
OshKosh, Wisconsin54901 USA

wineberg@vaxa.cis.uwosh.edu

Blythe Hinitz, Ed.D.

The College of New Jersey
P.O.Box 7718

Ewing, NJ08628-0718 USA

hinitz@tcnj.edu

Anne O'Neill, Ed.D.
Hofstra University

36 Highland Road

Rye, New York 10580 USA

slacksgal@aol.com

EdnaRanck, Ed.D.

Westover Consultants, Inc.

4447 MacArthur Boulevard, NW
Washington, DC20007-2564 USA

Inthe United States, leadersin thefield of international early careand
education haveincluded an exceptiona group of educatorswho have
served aspresident of the United States National Committee of
OMER, (OMEP-USNC). Thesix past OMEP-USNC presidents
presented in thispaper represent various eras of the organi zation and
their influence onthedirection of theorganization. Thefollowing three
guestionsguided theinterviewsand research:

(2) What influenced youto join and become activein OMEP-
USNC? When did you get involved in OMEP and how did
you advancein the organi zation to become president?

(2) What werethekey activitiesthat occurred during your admin-
istration? What wasgoing oninearly childhood education
and care (ECEC) during thoseyears? What werethetwo-
three greatest successes accomplished during your OMEP
presidency?

(3) What activitieshaveyou beeninvolved insinceyour OMEP
presidency? What are you doing in OM EPtoday? Any other
commentsabout involvementin OMEP?



Past presidentswho are deceased are reported on by
colleagueswho studied or worked with them. Living past
presidents have been interviewed and their responses
recorded and analyzed. The OMEP-USNC archives
located at Indiana State University in Terre Haute,
Indiana, have provided additiona information onthe
contributionsof the past presidentsand thekey activities
that occurred during their term.

EvanadineHowletteWard, Ed.D
Presidency 1980-1981

Onereasonfor Dr. Ward' sinvolvement with the World
Organization was*to be sure that they know black
peopleexist. | antheunofficial representativefor blacks
ontheWorld Council.”

Dr. Ward's contributionsto OMEP-USNC includethe
followingservices
e Second Vice-President and membership chair
during the 1977-1978 academic years,
e Vice-President and President Pro Temporefrom
1979 to 1980
e Past President during 1981-1982
e Chairedthe OMEPWorld Constitution Commit-
tee (1980-1984 [approximately]
e Electedtothe OMEPWorld Executive Council
in 1982 and served asthe World Vice president.

Evangelinewasamember of the OM EPWorld Executive
until the day of her death (1985). Dr. Ward presented
the keynote speech at theannual Australian Early Child-
hood Education Conferencein Canberraontheday of
her sudden death, October 10, 1985.

Toward theend of her life, Ward began to speak about
peaceand social justice. Her paperscontain noteson
definitionsof, quotes about, and poetry describing peace.
Shewrotethat peace making requiresempathy for
others, and that we can beginto trainagenerationfor
peace when peopl erecognizethe urgency of helping
childrento devel op these attitudes and sKills.

Lilian Katz Early YearsPresidency (1981-1982)

Dr.Lilian Katz describeshow shebecameinvolved with

OMEP-USNC:
Through my involvement in nursery school associa-
tions, | met Dr.Joyce Hugginswho was professor at
Fresno State University and very activein OMEP.
Somehow during that time, | also met Dr. AlmaDavid
from Floridaand both of them approached me about
joining OM EPand that’show | got involved.

Wemovedtolllinoisin 1968 and | think | became
chair of the USOMEP committee- | don’t think we
caledit president at that time. 1t wasasomewhat
frustrating experience, as| recall. We had no staff,
and | wasoverloaded with so much elseat that time.
But the goalsof OMEPwere consistent with along
history of interest ininternational cooperationand
exchange.

In describing what wasgoing onin early childhood and

care (ECEC) at that time, Dr. Katz responds:
From my perspective, it seemed the main feature of
ECE at that timewas Head Start and the expectation
that it would have amajor impact onthelivesof the
childrenand familiesit served. | wasalso part of the
team that devel oped the CDA (Child Devel opment
Associate) program for which wealso had great
hopesthen.

In responseto the question about her current activities:
| redlly loveteaching and have still agreat interest in-
inthe nature of teaching at every level. | havenow
lecturedinall 50 states-most many times, inal the
provinces of Canada, al the statesof Australia (13
visitsthere), and Turkey will bemy 51% country to
lecturein!! (My eldest son Dan started the count
yearsago!) | also served asVPand later asPresi-
dent of NAEY C (National Associationfor the
Education of Young Children). | havebeenavisiting
professor inthe UK, West Germany, Austrdia, British
Columbiaand University of Alberta, BarodaUniver-
sty twicein Indiawherel wasa so Fulbright Profes-
sor, University of theWest Indies, University of
L ondon, etc.
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Joyce Huqgins (1982-1987)
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Dr. Hugginsdescribeshow she became associated with

OMEP:
When | moved toArizonain 1954, | becamefriends
with afellow teacher, Caryl Steere. Caryl and her
husband Joe were closefriendsto Amy Hoestler, who
wasat that time President of International OMER. |
listened to Amy’sstoriesof OMEPwork and read
materialson OMEP publicationsin her library. | read
theBritish story of “ Play in Hospitals” whichforetold
thework of today’s* Child Specidists’ inAmerica's
hospitals. | purchased thefifth dides produced by
OMEPillugratinginternationa playgrounds, which
reved ed thevaueof quality playground environments
for young children.

| became an active OMEP member in 1957 and a
few yearslater, waselected tothe US Board. When
EvangelineWard, President of the USOMEPdied, |
waselectedin 1982, as President to succeed her.
Prior to becoming President, | had travel ed exten-
svely tovist early childhood programsinforeign
countries. Throughout my career, | wasgreetly
influenced by many early childhood education leaders
whowere membersof OMEP. Theseincluded: Dr.
Mary Lane, DociaZavitkovsky, Dr. Lilian Katzand
Dr. StellaGrevasio.

Her term as president of USNC-OMEP wasfrom 1982-
1987. Sheconsidersthefollowing askey activitiesduring
her presidency:

e LauraDittman edited aregular newdetter.

e Acommitteewasformed toidentify members
who volunteered to act ashostessesfor foreign
OMEPVvigtors

e Dr. Sherill Richarz developed animpressive
exhibit to publicize OMEP activities. Theexhibit
wasdisplayed at theWorld Assembly in Geneva,
Switzerland. Itwaslater displayedin Norway
andagaininAtlanta, Georgia

e Sdling OMEPinformationa materia sto promote
OMEP publicity and provide someincome,

e Appointingan OMEPHistorian,

e Edtablishingan OMEPArchivesat IndianaState
Universty

e |nitiaingthe“ShareaBook” program.

Dr. Hugginsnoted,
During thoseyearsconflictsintensfiedin Early
Childhood Education. Publicity and research, which
focused on the effectivework of Head Start pro-
grams, dramatized differencesin educationa philoso-
phy and method in working with young children.

During theyearsof my presidency acongstent effort
was madeto involve membersin OMEP activities.
Thiswasdonein cooperationwith theregional liaison
persons and the state representatives. Therewas
Increased awarenessof programsin other countries
and adesire by membersto participateininternational
OMEPWorld Council meetings. Therewasan
increased awareness of the specialization and profes-
sionaismin Early Childhood programs. Early child-
hood education gained greater recognitioninthe
academic.community.

Dr. Hugginsretired from CdiforniaState University in
1985 while shewas compl eting her term as President of
OMEP-USNC. Following her retirement, she continued
her interest withthe“ Joyce M. HugginsEarly Education
Center” at Fresno State University. Thisprogram contin-
uesto provide child-carefor University studentsand
servesasademonstration teacher-training center. Joyce
maintainsher interest inwhat ishappeningin OMEP as
well asinthefield of early childhood education. Joyce
commented, “Whilenot directly involved today in OMER,
my interest continues. My daysat theage of 88 are
focused on community work and family life.”

Dr. Richard Feldman 1992-1994

Dick had beenintroduced to thework of OMEPinitialy
through contact with Evangeline Ward of Temple Univer-
sity withwhom he had worked on early childhood i ssues.

After accompanying Gordon Klopf to Great Britainon 73
professiona visitsexamining educationa issues- thesame
and parallel to thosebeing worked oninthe United
States-Dick becameintrigued with theinternational work



of OMEP. Hiswife, Matti, a so aprofessiona educator,
had been aprotégé of LauraDittman. Laura, and her
husband Alan, had been very activein OMEP-USNC
andAlan had served for many yearsasOMEP- USNC
Treasurer. It wasthrough Matti’sfriendshipwiththe
Dittmansthat, intheearly 1970’s, Dick attended some
OMEPsponsored meetingsin Washington, D.C., that had
been organized by LauraDittman. (Dick feelsstrongly
that Alan and Laurawere strong and active voicesfor
OMEP and that significant continuity of effort waslost
withthelr passng.)

Dick becameactively involved with the USNC hosting of
the OMEPWorld Conferencein Mesa, Arizona, in 1992.
Over 50 nations sent representatives and theentire
conferencewasanotable success. Hefeelsthat the
World Conferenceheld inArizonaand the continuing
work representing OMEP at the UN arehallmarksfor his
presidency.

At present, Dick haswithdrawn from active OMEP
work dueto increasing professional and personal obliga

tions.

Dr. L eah AdamsPresidency (1994-1997)

Attheinvitation from acolleague, shejoined OMEP-
USNC. (At that time, OM EP took new members by
invitation of acurrent member) Shejoined inthe 1970’s,
prompted by aNAEY C colleaguewho “wanted meto be
activeinOMEP".

Leah saysshewaslessinterested in the early childhood
field, thaninwhat specificaly wasgoing onin OMEP-
USNC. “I needed to pull the organization back together
again astoo many memberswere disenfranchised or put
off or angry about thisor that or the other.” Leah de-
scribesher greatest accomplishmentsduring her presi-
dency asbeing an effective administrator, “\Wekept going:
increased membership, largewell-attended NAEY C
seminars, and well-planned programsat ACEI breakfasts,
on-timenewdetters’. Other key pointsof her terminclude
revising the By-Lawsand presenting an award to Bright
Smiles, Bright Futures Program. Leah notes she pro-

moted USNC visihility at theWorld Council and pro-
vided on-timereports.

Sheviewsthelnternational Symposiumon Early Child-
hood and Careinthe 21% Century in July 1999 as her
greatest accomplishment. Along with SueWortham,
President of ACEI and the OMEPWorld President, they
coordinated thisfirst timeinternationa event. Leah notes,
‘Bringing that off was probably the biggest accomplish-
ment of my professional career.” Sheaso set upand
maintai ned awebsite: www.eced?1.org, which continues.
“When | was on the World Executive Committeeand
serving asthe Past President of USNC, | tried to hold a
2 Symposiumin 2002, but because of limited resources,
peopleand money, weweren't ableto haveit.”

Since being president, L eah hasbeen onthe OMEP
World Council astheVice-President of North America
and the Caribbean. She serveson editorial boards, gives
conference presentations and does somewriting.

L eah commentsthat many peoplework very hard just to
keep USNC dlive. They areunableto raisemembership
highenoughto befindly (financidly) secureandto havea
securefuture. “ Thereisjust too much competitionfrom
other organizationsintermsof servicesoffered”. Leah
statesthat different countrieshavedifferent organizationa
needs and agreementsamong nationsaredifficult to
develop. Further communicationisdifficult and resources
arelimited. Andfinaly therearevariationsamong na-
tiona groupsin how much timemembers spend together.

Dr. Jerry Aldridge Presidency (1998-2000)

Jerry creditsthefollowing mentorswhoinfluenced his
professiona development and involvement with OMEP-
USNC: "Anincrediblewoman, aUAB colleague and
UAB mentor named Anne Eddowes, “ convinced meto
joinOMEP. George S. Morrison, Richard Feldman and
LeahAdams, “| am grateful to each of thesefor their
contributionsto my career andto OMEP-USNC."
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Dr Aldridge describeshisinvolvement, key activitiesand
greatest successes accomplished during histermwith
OMEP-USNC,
"In 1994, G. Morrisonwasunabletofinish histermas
OMEP representative from Region V1 (southeastern
U.S) and | agreedtofinishtheterm. Leah Adams
“convinced meto runfor President... | washonored
andhumbled...."

| served as President-elect in 1997, President 1998-
2000, and Past President 2001-2002. “In conjunc-
tion with the 1998 board meeting in Birmingham,
OMEP-USNC held amini-conference, "Working
with Children from Around the World in Our Own
Backyard.” Many board members presented.

Anevent for whichl wasNOT responsiblewasthe
joint OMEPandACEl Internationa Symposium held
in Switzerland. Lesh Adamsand Sue\Wortham were
themajor playersinthisendeavor.” (Thisevent
occurred during histerm)

Analysis of Professional Influences on Involvement
in OMEP-USNC

One common themethat appearsto haveinfluenced the
president’sactiveinvolvementin OMEP-USNCis
mentors. Joyce Hugginscreditsher participation to these
mentors, Amy Hoestler, Dr. Mary Lane, Docia
Zavitokovsky, Dr. LilianKatz and Dr. SellaGrevasio.
Richard Feldman’s mentorswere Gordon Klopf,

OMEP srepresentativeto the United Nations, and Laura
and Alan Dittman two very active members of OMEP-
USNC. Lilian Katz’smentorswere Dr. Joyce Huggins
and Dr. AlmaDavid. LeshAdamswasinvited by a
colleagueto join USNC-OM EP, which wasthe OM EP-
USNC membership policy inthe1970's. Severa
membersconvinced Jerry Aldridgetojoin OMEP-
USNC. Heisgrateful to Anne Eddows, George
Morrison, Richard Feldman and Leah Adamsfor their
mentoring. Many of the past presidentsreached out to
involvefutureleaders.

KeyActivitiesthat Occurred DuringAdministrations

During LilianKatZ's presidency, shedescribesHead Start
ashavingamajor impact onthelivesof childrenandthe
familiesit served. Sheand EvangelineWard wereaso
part of theteam that devel oped the CDA (Child Devel op-
ment Associate) program for which therewere al so great

hopes.

Dr. Hugginsreferstotheconflictsthat intensfiedinearly
childhood education during her presidency. Shenotes
that the publicity and research, which focused onthe
effectivework of Head Start programs, dramatized
differencesin educationa philosophy and method, in
workingwithyoung children.

Successesand Strugglesduring Presidency

A common examplethat presidentsviewed astheir
successeswereinternationa and regional conferencesthat
occurred during their terms. Dick Feldman citesthe
OMEPWorld Conferenceheldin Mesa, Arizonain 1992
asahalmark of hispresidency. Leah Adamsviewsthe
coordination of thefirst Internationa Symposiumon Early
Childhood and Careinthe 21% Century in July 1999in
conjunctionwith ACEI asone her key successesin her
involvement with OMEP. Thisevent occurred during
Jerry Aldridge’spresidency and healso considersthisa
maj or successduring histerm. Hefurther relatesamini-
conferencethat he coordinated, "Working with Children
Around theWorld in Our Own Backyard", asan accom-
plishment during hispresidency.

In aletter written to the board membersin 1981,
EvangelineH. Ward shares her excitement about the
Board Mesting: “Your Boardisonfire! Wewishyou
could al havebeen present in Biloxi thispast spring at the
OMEP-USNC Governing Board meeting to seethe
igniting of our shared enthusiasm.”



Joyce Hugginsconsdersthesekey activitiesasher
successesduring her presidency: (1) editing aregular
newd etter, (2) membersvolunteering ashostessesfor
foregn OMEPVvisitors, (3) publicizing OMEP activities
through exhibits, (4) selling OMEPinformationa materi-
as, (4) establishingan OMEP archivesat Indiana State
University and (5) initiating the" ShareaBook” program.

Leah Adamsdescribesher greatest accomplishments
during her presidency asbeing an effectiveadministrator,
“We kept going; increased membership, planned well
attended meetingsand promoted visibility at theWorld
Council.”

Lilian Katz notesthat during her presidency therewere
many frustrationsduein part to lack of acentral staff, no
clear agenda, the membership was small and scattered
and she had personal professional demands.

Dick Feldman’sthoughtson the future of OMEP-USNC
provideinsight to the past and suggestionsfor thefuture;
Dick statesthat the aging membership andfailureto
attract younger membersisaconstant worry. The
student programin Californiaisan exciting exceptionto
thistrend. Hefeelsthat the USNC needsastronger role
inboard meetingsat theinternationa level wherebasic
policy decisonsaremade. Local groupsneed more
directionfrom thenational level and greater participation
indecisonmaking.

Regionsasthey now stand aretoo far flung to create
cohesion and some effort should be madeto create new
or secondary sub-structureswhich might providesmaller,
but more appropriate centersof meetingsand activities.

The newd etter needsamore vibrant toneto attract and
hold readersand funding of local activitiesisaconstant
concern. ItisDick’sfedlingthat if someof these prob-
lemsof long standing duration can bededt with, if only
oneat atime, thereishopefor the future of OMEP-
USNC and itscontinuance asastrong forcefor early
childhood issuesworldwide. Inacountry wherethereis
suchastrong early childhood organization, NAEY C,
OMEPwill havetowork harder to defineitself inan
expanding internationd arena.

Past and Present | ssues

The past presidents have not only been leadersin
OMEP-USNC, but have also been leadersinthefield of
early childhood education. Theseleadershaveachieved
successin reaching many of thegoasof OMEP-USNC
and have struggled with many problemsthat continue
today. Thesesameconcernsinclude: (1) gatheringand
disseminating information about the needsand issues
concerning childrenworldwide, (2) promotingthevaues
of culturd awarenessand culturd diversity andidentifying
internationa issues, and (3) focusing awarenessonthe
Convention ontheRightsof the Child. Thestruggles are
a so the sameregarding increasing membership and
mesting financia needs.

In order to bealeader one must havefollowers. To quote
Lao-Tzu,

“Of thebest rulers
Thepeople

(only) know that they exist;
Thenext best

they loveand praise;
Thenextthey fear;
Andthenext they revile.

Whenthey do not

command the peopl€e sfaith,
Somewill losefaithinthem,
And thenthey resort to oaths!
But (of the best) when their
task isaccomplished,

their work done,
Thepeopleall remark,
“Wehavedoneit ourselves.”

-From The Wisdom of Laotse, trans.and ed.Lin Yutang, chapter 17
p.114, 1948.

Isthisnot thegoal of agood parent or educator to have
thosewhothey lead believethat they have doneit them-
sves?
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L esson From The Geese

In the fall when you see geese heading south for the winter flying along in a“V”
formation, you might be interested in knowing what science has discovered about why

they fly that way. The teamwork of geeseis an example for humans.

Fact: As each bird flapsits wings it creates an uplift for the bird immediately following. By
flyingina“V” formation, the whole flock adds at least 71% greater flying range than if each
bird flew on its own.
Lesson: People who share a common direction and sense of community can get
where they are going quicker and easier because they are traveling on the thrust
of one another.

Fact: Whenever a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly feels the drag and resistance of
trying to go it alone and quickly gets back into formation to take advantage of thelifting power
of the bird immediately in front.
Lesson: There is strength and power and safety in numbers when traveling in the
same direction with those with whom we share a common goal. If we have as much
sense as a goose, we will stay in formation with those who are headed where we want
to go.

Advocacy

Fact: When the lead goose getstired, he rotates back in the wing and another goose flies point.
Lesson: It pays to take turns doing hard jobs and sharing leadership—people, as
with geese, are interdependent with each other.

Fact: The geese honk from behind to encourage those up
front to keep up their speed.
Lesson: We all need to be remembered with active
support and praise. We need to make sure our
“honking” from behind is encouraging, not
something less helpful.

Fact: When a goose gets sick or wounded and falls out,
two geese fall out of formation and follow him down to
help and protect him. They stay with him until the crisis
resolves, and then they launch out on their own or with
another formation to catch up with their group.

Lesson: We must stand by each other in times of

need. If we have as much sense as the geese,

we will.

28 By Dr. Robert MacNeish, Associate Superintendent of Baltimore Public Schools.

Baltimore, MD. 1972. Reprinted with author’s permission.




New System to Protect
Children in Conflict

United Sates, Canada and Af-
rica; United Nationsto Monitor
Use, Abuse of Child Soldiers

AfricaNews
July 26, 2005
United States Department of State

Deeply concerned over the continuing use of
child soldiers, the U.N. Security Council set
up asystem for monitoring, reporting on and
punishing groupsor nationswho abuse or use
childreninwars. OlaraOtunnu, U.N. specia
envoy for children and armed conflict, said that
“for thefirst time, the U.N. isestablishing a
formal, Sructured, and detailed compliancere-
gimeof thiskind. Thisbringstogether al the
key elementswe have been developing inthe
last few yearsto ensure accountability and com-
plianceontheground.”

“Itisthefirst timesayingitisnot enoughto
condemn. Itisn’t enough to haverulesand
Sandardsand resol utionsand conventions. We
must set in place asystem that can deliver on
compliance,” Otunnusaid. Reminding nations
of their respongbility “to end impunity andto
prosecute those responsible for genocide,
crimesagainst humanity, war crimesand other
egregiouscrimesperpetrated againg children,”

the Security Council ingtructed Secretary-Gen-
eral Kofi Annan to set up “without delay” a
mechanism“to collect and providetimely, ob-
jective, accurateand reliableinformation onthe
recruitment and use of child soldiersinviola-
tion of applicableinternationa law and onot.

Inadditiontorecruiting child soldiers, thecrimes
includekillingand maiming of children, rape
and other sexual violence, abduction andforced
displacement, denid of humanitarianaidtochil-
dren, attacksagainst schoolsand hospitds, traf-
ficking, forced labor, and al formsof davery.

Theresolution, adopted unanimoudly, setsup
monitoring in Burundi, Coted' Ivoire, Congo
Republic, Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Somdiaand Sudan. Themonitoringisexpected
to expand in 2006 to Colombia, Myanmar,
Nepal, the Philippines, Sri Lankaand Uganda.
Themechanismwill monitor violationsby both
governmentsand insurgents. National institu-
tions, nongovernmenta organizationsand U.N.
peacekeeping missionsare aso to participate
in the process, the council said. The secre-
tary-general isto report to the Security Coun-
cil and Generd Assembly; however, other U.N.
bodiesmay aso consider thereports.

http://dllafrica.com/stories’200507270120.html

Asreported by the Peace and Justice Studies
Association (PJSA), anon-profit organization
that wasformedin 2001 asaresult of amerger
of the Consortium on Peace Research, Educa
tion and Development (COPRED) and the
Peace StudiesAssociation (PSA). Bothorga
nizations provided |eadership in the broadly
defined field of peace, conflict and justicestud-
ies.

PJSA isdedicated to bringing together academ-
ics, K-12teachersand grassrootsactiviststo
exploredternativesto violenceand share-vi-
sonsand drategiesfor socid justiceand socia
change. PJSA also servesasaprofessional
association for scholarsin thefield of peace
and conflict resolution studies.

For moreinformation, goto:
http://Amvww.peacej usticestudies.org

"It isnot
enough to
condemn.
Itisn't
enough to
have rules &
standards &
resolutions &
conventions.
We must set
in place a
system that
can deliver on
compliance."
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Recommended
Reading & Resources

World Playground Multicultural Activity Kit: A
Musical Adventurefor Kids. New York: Putumayo
WorldMusic, 1999. 1 sounddisc (41 min.) Takes
childrenonamusical and cultural journey around the
worldwith activitiesand songsfrom Senegd, Balivia,
Jamaica, Australia, Canada, the U.S., Greece, France,
Congo, Brazil, Israel/Ethiopia. ISBN 1587590468

M agic Capes, Amazing Power s: Transforming
SuperheroPlay intheClassroom. St.Paul, MN:
Redleaf Press, 2004. 208 pages. Understanding young
children'ssuperhero play and adult views on superhero
play; setting the stagefor and supporting superhero play;
creating storiesfor superhero play; fostering heroism;
working with familiesand staff. 1SBN 929610475

Children'sFood Pyramid. 2005. Based on
MyPyramid by the USDA Center for Nutrition Policy
and promotion, www.mypyramid.gov. Colorful depiction
of food groupsand allowancesin cupsand ouncesto
defineportions. Recommended activity levelsto match
caoricintake. Availableat www.learningzonexpress.com
or phone 1-888-455-7003. ISBN 1-57175-091-6

Getting Your M essageAcross. Joseph Walter & Rae

Latham. Beaverton, OR: Educational Productions, 2002.

1 videocassette (35 min.) + trainer'sguide. Viewers
discover how bafflingitistotry to understand ssmple
messagesin another language, especialy whenitis
spokenwith little affect and no other cues. Nonverbal
communication strategiesthat help convey meaning are
added, and viewerslearn how helpful they areto children
whoarejust learning English. Strategiesdemonstrated
include: animated facia express onsand body language,
using gesturesand visua's, and modeling.
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TooMuch Too L ate: LifeChancesand Spendingon
Education and Training. VidhyaAlakeson. March
2005. Despite unprecedented level sof investments,
education hasfailed to break thelink between attainment
andfamily background. Thiswill not changesignificantly
aslong asthe pattern of spending on education and
training continuesto offer afar greater public subsidy to
tertiary than preschool education. Based on strong
evidenceof the contribution of early educationto
improvementsin school attainment, thereport proposesa
reall ocation of spending inthemediumterminfavor of
childrenunder five. Published by the Socid Market
Foundation, “anindependent think tank, exploring ideas
that link the state and the market to createamore just,
freeand prosperoussociety.” Entirereportavailableat:
http://Amww.smf.co.uk/

indexphphame=UpDonnl ced reprvievdonnicedodail sk id=126

How Children areDoing: TheMismatch Between
Public Perception and Satistical Reality. July, 2003.
Report; Research brief. Three pollsto assesspublic
perceptionsof childwell-being, were conducted by Child
Trendsin collaborationwith theAnnie E. Casey
Foundation, and then the poll resultswere compared to
current stati sticsto seehow well the publicisinformed.

It wasfound that the publicisnot well-informed, holds
many negative perceptionsof thestatusof children, andis
largely unaware of recent progress. Inaddition, they
assessed how the public’ sunderstanding of sampling
error haschanged over time. Availablein PDF format or
to purchase ($5) at http://www.childtrends.org/store/
prodpage.cfm?Categoryl D=1 and asaresearch brief at
http://www.childirends.org/_catdisp _page.cfm? 1D=141




November 17-20, 2005

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic
Wor ld Association of Non -Gover n-
mental Or ganizations(WANGO)
Conference Theme: “ TheRole of
NGOsin CreatingaWorld Fit for
Children”

NGO representativesfrom throughout the
worldwill gather with prominent interna
tiona and nationd leadersfromtheinter-
governmenta, governmenta , and for-profit
sectorswho shareaninterest in helping
NGOsaccomplishtheir vital tasks. The
Conferencewill deal with how to diminate
thethreatsfaced by millionsof childrenin
theworld today. Children areour future,
and by investinginthem, we can createa
stronger, healthier world. For more
information and on-lineregistration, got to:
http:/Amww.wango.org/2005/
http:/Avww.waece.org/inglesindex.html

August 7-11
Tromsg, Norway
The OMEP 2006 World
Assembly

in effect until May 1.

Detailed information
about the event is at

May 15— 18, 2007
KualaLumpur, Malaysia

Proposals for conference presenta-
tions are due by February 1, 2006
and the reduced registration rate is

February 3, 2006

New York, NY

TheCommitteeon TeachingAbout the UN
(CTAUN)Annual Conference

Theme: The Global Challenge of Water

Itisonething totour the UN and quiteanother to
attend aconference on February 3, 2006. The
Committee on Teaching About the UN (CTAUN)
isholdingitsannual conferencefor educatorsfrom
every disciplineandleve. TheGloba Chalenge
of Water isthecompelling conferencetheme.

| nterested members should go to the conference
websiteat http://www.ctaun.org and click on
“Conferences’ for further details. Thedeadline
for registering for the conferenceis\Wednesday,
January 18, 2006. Inone sense, the conference
seemstobe“along way off”. However, last
minuteregistrationisnot possible because of UN
Security requirements.

If amember already knowsthat attending the
conferenceisimpossible, it would bebeneficia
and useful to browse several UN on-line
resources. Specifically intermsof the
conferencetheme, membersare encour-
aged to review the UNESCO Water
Portd. http://www.un.org/issues/m-

water.asp

For awiderange of sourcesmembers

areurged to browsethe

CyberSchool Buswebsite, http://

www.un.org./cyberschoolbus Thesdteis
aterrificresourcefor teacherstolearn

about issuesand resourcesfor themselvesas

well asfor their sudents.

2007 World Forum on Early Careand Education
To view adramatic announcement of the 2007 World Forum, cosponsored by Child Care
I nformation Exchange magazine, goto: http://ccie.com/wf/wf2007/welcome video.php

Over 750 early childhood professionalsfrom over 70 nations are expected to attend. m
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Early Childhood Education Conferencein New Zealand

The President of the New Zealand Chapter of OMEP (World Organization for the Education of Young Children)
extendsaparticular invitation to American early childhood professional sto attend the upcoming international OMEP
conferencein Wellington, New Zealand, December 2-3, 2005.

Jayne Whitesays, “WeWEL COME al Americans (and anyone el sebesides!). Themorethemerrier!! Thereare4
conferencesinarow that you could enjoy- starting with theindigenous conferencein Hamilton, followed by the OMEP
Conferencein Wellington, followed by the Childforum in Dunedin, followed by the NZ Council of Educationa Research
Conferenceasoin Dunedin. Visitors can see thewhol e country and be challenged by several conferencesat once (or
justtakeinthe OMEPone!).” OMEP-New Zealand iseven offering freelodging to OM EP membersasfar aspos-

sble.

Thissoundslikeawonderful opportunity to seeabeautiful part of theworld while networking and gleaning new knowl-

edge of theearly childhood years.

“The 2005 As a-Pacific Conference of OMEPwill be held during 2-3 December 2005, at VictoriaUniversity,
WEellington, New Zealand. The Conference focuses on the education and care of 0-3 year old infants, toddlersand
young children throughout theAsia-Pacific region and beyond. The Conference hasbeen devel oped to support the 0-3
year old workplan of OMEP International . The statusof our youngest citizenswill be explored through arange of
speakers, papersand workshopsthat will examineaspects of community, cultureand curriculumwithin diverse socio-
political contexts.” To read more, go to www.vuw.ac.nz/omep2005

Professional Development Opportunities

Puerto Rico, June18-July 2, 2006
(Deadline Jan 20, 2006)

Join together with teachersin Puerto Rico to exploretheir
idand. Vigt subterranean caves, tropical rainforests, and
marine ecosystemswhile experiencing the beautiful cul-
ture of Puerto Rico. Gainfirsthand field experiencewith
fascinating mangroves, endangered species, native coqui
(treefrogs), and bioluminescent bays. Developrichrela
tionshi pswith educators overseas and exchangeteaching
methodsthrough excursionsand workshops.
Program Details: 3 graduate credits (1 online prior to
traveling and 2 whilein Puerto Rico), airfare, food, lodg-
ing, entrancefees, and transportation. Valued at $3,000
but offered to teachersfor $2,000 (Depending on current
ratesand airfares)
Application: 10 educatorsfrom the mainland USA and
10 educatorsfrom Puerto Rico will be selected for par-
ticipation based on afirst comefirst servebasis. Science,
Social Studies, Spanishteachers, or any teacher inter-
estedin cultural issuesrelated to theenvironment areen-
couraged to apply.
http://mww.uwsp.edu/cnr/weee/get/puertorico.asp

South Africa, June 18-July 9, 2006 (tentative)
Travel to the horn of Africawith fellow teacherstolearn
about South Africaand meet teachersin environmental and
sustainability education. Gain firsthand experiencewith
schoals, non-profit organi zations, and government programs
devoted to the protection of theenvironment. Developrich
relationshipswith educatorsinternationally and exchange
teaching methods.

Program Details: 3graduate credits(1 onlineprior totrav-
eling and 2 whilein South Africa), airfare, food, lodging,
entrance fees, and transportation. Valued at $6,000 but
offered to teachersfor $4,000 (Depending on current rates
and airfares)

Application: 10 educatorsfrom the USA and 10 educa-
torsfrom South Africawill be selected for participation
based on afirst comefirst servebasis. Teachersof sci-
ence, socid studies, or cultural issuesrelated to environ-
mental education are encouraged to apply.
http://Amww.uwsp.edu/cnr/wcee/get/southafrica.asp
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Children Color the World Position Description

at the
WANGO Annual Conference 2005:
The Role of NGOsin Creating a
World Fit for Children

Facilitators Needed for
NAEYC Online Interest Forum
“Children’s Global |ssues’

A wonderful opportunity isopenfor
OMEP memberstofacilitate conversa-
tionswith early childhood professonas
around theworld regarding i ssuesimpact-
ing children and familieseverywhere.

The Secretariat of the World Association of Non-
Governmenta Organizationscalsfor submissons
of children’sart for an art exhibit at the WANGO
Annual Conference 2005, November 17-20, in
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.

ITES

‘& Opportun

Requirements:
e Must beacurrent NAEY C member
e Must be ableto devote about one
hour per week tofacilitating and
maintaining onlineconversations

Purpose:

Though it may bedifficult to assemblechildren of
theworld for our conference, WANGO still
wishesto alow their voicesand heartsto resonate

throughout the conference. Webdlievethat every third month
communication through art, anon-verba medium,
can movethe heartsof al participantsand allow Dutiesindude:

themto seetheworld through the eyesof children,
the protagonists of the conference. In harmony
withWANGO'seffort to givethem apresence at
our conference, an exhibit of children’sart will be

¢ addingelinkstointernaiond activities

o fadilitating onlinediscussons

e getting regular chat roomtimesfor
small group discussonsmaintaining

prepared for the conference. :
regular e-contact with members
Theme facilitating oneface-to-facemeeting
Visua interpretation of “TheWorld | Want to Live eachyear at NAEY Cwork with 2
In.” other facilitatorsand rotate duties
every thirdmonth
Highility:

Any child or youth throughout theworld, up to

: . e For moreinformation, contact:
andincluding age 18, can submit their art to:

Gwendolyn Coe

Universty of Wisconsin-Platteville

Address. 1University Plaza
Platteville, W1 53818

International Children’sArt Exhibit
155 White PlainsRd. Suite 205
Tarrytown, NY 10591

USA Phone: (608) 342-1294 Office
(608) 348-9205 Home

For moreinformation please contact: Fax: (608) 342-1133

Misook Kim, International Children’sArt Exhibit  E\M4l- coe@uwplatt.edu

Chair at email: misook@wango.org
Phone: 914-631-8990;

Fax: 631-8993.

Please, vist http://www.wango.org/2005/ 33

childrenexhibit.agox m




OMEP-USNC and NAEY C Co-Sponsor the Second
| nter national Early Childhood Film Literacy Festival
at NAEY C Annual Conference

Thattitletoolong? Think Look! Listen! Learn! andjoin
colleaguesat the 2005 NAEY C Annua Conferencein v
Washington, DC, for asix-hour filmfestival on Thursday

and Friday, December 8and 9, 9:00AM to 12 noon.
A pand of children’sfilm expertswill highlight thisyear’s «
filmfestival. Thepandistswill sharethoughtsabout using

filmand brief clipsfromoneof their favoritechildren’s

films. Confirmed panelistsare Jinny Goldstein, Washing-

ton, DC, formerly with PBS, Joanne Cantor, Madison, WI, Professor Emeritafrom UW
Dept. of Arts& Communication, and Diane Levin, Professor of Early Childhood Educa
tion, Wheel ock College, Boston, MA. The panel will convene on Friday, December 9,
from9:00AM —10:15PM. Thelocationwill beannouncedinthe NAEY C Fina Program.

Pyt

Film Festival 2005

Gwen Coe, Carol Darcy, LitaHaddal and Edna Ranck, OMEP-USNC and NAEYC
membersand thefilm festival team, are committed to hel ping colleagues select and usefilms
for and about childrenin agloba environment. Theteamisworking to expand the national
involvementin print literacy toincludearange of available screentechnologies. Once
again, theteamwill locate and shareinformation about availablefilms. Handoutswill be
included inthe presentation.

Over 200 NAEY C conference participantseagerly received last year’ sintroductory film
festival that featured filmsabout children’srights, child devel opment, and shared val ues
through commercid films.

Detailsabout thefilm festival will appear intheNAEY C Final Program. Initid plansare
34 described in the Preliminary Program, page 18. For moreinformation, contact Edna Ranck

m at ednarranck@verizon.net or at 202-333-4146.




OMEP-USNC Activities at NAEYC

Washington, DC- Fall, 2005

Date Time Activity Place Contact Person
Wed, Dec. 7 5:00-9:00 OMEP-USNC Renaissance Gwen Coe
Board Meeting Room 17
Thur, Dec. 8 9:00-12:00 Look! Listen! Learn! Second | Grand Hyatt Edna Ranck
International Film Festival Lafayette Park Carol Darcy
Thur, Dec. 8 1:30-3:30 Turkish Education System Grand Hyatt Gwen Coe
Dr. Tulin Guler Lafayette Park
Dr. Gelengul Haktanir
President, Turkish National
Committee of OMEP
Thur, Dec. 8 3:30-5:00 OMEP-USNC Grant Hyatt Gwen Coe-President
Members Meeting Lafayette Park Carol Darcy-Vice President
Susan Miller-Secretary
Thur, Dec. 8 5:30-7:00 Festival of Organizations Convention Center | Dorothy Sailor
Thur, Dec. 8 5:30-7:00 “Children’s Global Issues” — | Renaissance Carol Darcy
Interest Forum Room 8-9 Amy Lin Tan
WWW.naeyc.org/community Lita Haddal
Kate Kolchin
Fri, Dec. 9 9:00-12:00 Look! Listen! Learn! Second | Grand Hyatt Gwen Coe
International Film Festival Lafayette Park Edna Ranck
9:00-10:15 Distinguished Lita Haddal
Panel with video clips
Fri, Dec. 9 11:00 — 5:00 History Seminar Grand Hyatt Edna Ranck
Fri, Dec. 9 5:30-6:30 Global Alliance Reception Grand Hyatt Karen Hughes-NAEYC
Fri, Dec. 9 6:00-7:00 OMEP-USNC International | Renaissance Gwen Coe
Coffee Hour & Poster Room 15 Johnetta Morrison
Session Lita Haddal

Rooms are subject to change-Consult Final Program

f

December 7-10, 2005
NAEYC Annual Conference
Washington, DC

Onlineinformation & program:
www.annualconfer ence.naeyc.org

N

NAEYC registration:
1-800-214-5092
Conference questions:
1-800-424-2460

Check your conference program for
sessions on international issues and
those conducted by OMEP colleagues!
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; OMEP - U.S. National Committee Postage
= A Unitof Organization Mondiale pour I'Education Préscolaire
World Organization for Early Childhood Education

c/o Dr.Gwen Coe

= 225 Washi ngton Street

/ Plateville, WI 53818

Mailing Address
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